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Click here for Walpole Public
Schools COVID-19/Remote
Learning information.

Dial 2-1-1 to get the latest
updates on #COVID-19
prevention, symptoms, testing
& treatment. It's free & open to
callers 24/7. Operators �uent in
Spanish are available, with
interpreter services for more
than 150 other languages.

For all Walpole related news
and announcements regarding
coronavirus please visit and
bookmark:
https://www.walpole-
ma.gov/covid19

PUBLIC/CITIZEN PARTICIPATION OF SCHOOL
COMMITTEE MEETING
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic and State of Emergency, on March 12, 2020, Governor
Baker issued an Executive Order Temporarily Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20. Pursuant to the Order, public bodies are temporarily relieved
from the Open Meeting Law’s requirement that meetings be held in public places, open and
physically accessible to the public, so long as measures are taken to ensure public access to
the bodies' deliberations "through adequate, alternative means."
Citizens with a question or comment can join the meeting through the Zoom. The “chat”
feature will be enabled at the “Citizens Comments” portion of the Agenda. Participants are
asked to comment in the chat that they would like to speak, indicate your name and address
in the chat and you will then be let into the Meeting. Please unmute your microphones at that
time. If you have any questions regarding this process, or would like to send a comment in
advance, please email mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us.

https://sites.google.com/walpole.k12.ma.us/wpsremotelearning/home
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID?src=hashtag_click
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All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll
call.

The recorded School Committee Meeting can be accessed here.

RECOGNITION
1. Parents initiating Juneteenth books/learning materials - Juneteenth celebrates African
American freedom and achievement while encouraging continuous self-development and
respect for all cultures.

Parents Shantae Holmes, Laura Whelan-Bratsis, Liana Cosgrove and Kristen Kohlmeyer are
currently working on an initiative to purchase Juneteenth related books for Walpole Public
School libraries in an effort to bring more diverse books and conversations to the students
and classrooms of our pre-k and primary schools.
The group’s mission is as follows:

“The Multicultural Books Initiative will create more visibility of books in the Walpole Public
Pre-K and primary schools that lift the voices of Black, Indigenous and People of Color
(BIPOC) and recognize all diverse cultures.”

Shantae Holmes indicated anyone wishing more information, or to contribute to this initiative,
can email her at smholmes1982@gmail.com.

These parents have been collaborating with Principal Dearborn at Boyden School and may
also contact him as well.

The School Committee is extremely appreciative of these individuals and want to give them
the thanks they deserve for their efforts in highlighting cultural awareness and equity to the
Walpole community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTSygmNFlWs
mailto:smholmes1982@gmail.com


NATIONAL
HONOR
SOCIETY
(NHS)
STUDENTS
Grace Manzo (NHS President),
Arnav Mishra (NHS Vice-
President) and Brendan
Mahoney (NHS Historian) were
virtually present at the School
Committee Meeting for the Get
Out and Vote initiative they, and
other NHS students,
participated in.

NHS
STUDENTS
PARTICIPATI
NG IN THE
"GET OUT
AND VOTE"
INITIATIVE
NHS students encouraging all
citizens to vote at the upcoming
election. The School
Committee, Administration and
teachers are so proud of all of
these students.

THANK YOU
NHS!
Thank you to the Walpole High
School National Honor Society
for taking the time to remind
and inspire people about the
importance of voting.

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT REPORT
Brendan M., Walpole High School student representative to the
School Committee, gave a report as follows:

Week seven of hybrid learning at Walpole High is coming to
a close.
Here are a few general High School updates and reminders:
Students both in school and online are still having their
daily attendance taken at the beginning of block B, and
individual class attendance is being taken at the beginning
of each class. If a student is marked absent, robo calls will be sent out.
Students when learning remotely must log in with their cameras and microphones on,
unless they have spoken to their teacher about why they are unable to do so.
All students must remain logged in to online class for as long as the teacher wants them
to, which will vary by class.
The survey for suggestions for a new mascot name for the high school will be closing on
October 31st, so if any community member has remaining suggestions, please make sure
to get those in.
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Tomorrow, Seniors will be receiving an email with a survey about the remaining pieces for
the yearbook, and they should �ll it out as soon as possible.
As for sports at the high school, the fall sports teams are nearing the end of their
seasons, and their records at this point are as follows:
Field Hockey: 5-0
Boys Soccer: 0-3-3
Girls Soccer: 4-0-2
Golf: 4-6
Boys Cross Country: 2-1
Girls Cross Country: 1-2
Swimming: 2-5
Clubs and activities at the high school are starting to pick up speed.
Tomorrow, Student Council will be doing their trick or treating event, in which Student
Council members will be delivering candy to kids in the town who signed up. They have
also been accepting donations for this event, all of which will be donated to the American
Cancer Society.
National Honor Society members went out in the town on October 17th to encourage
people to vote and register to vote.
This week, the National Honor Society began their tutoring lab. This year, the lab will be
available to students by making a request for tutoring, or having their teachers refer them
to a tutor.
This past Monday, the Photography Club had their �rst meeting of the year.
Mock Trial had their �rst meetings this week as well, on Tuesday and Thursday.
Best Buddies will be having their annual Friendship Walk at the High School track this
Saturday, in which people will come to walk in waves.

MIDDLE SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT
Dr. Gough discussed the Middle School Building Project and the Education Plan developed for
submission to the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA). Dr. Gough explained that
the Education Plan evaluates the existing educational program and de�nes the educational
activities to be offered in the future.

The Educational Plan is developed to show that school projects are responsive to the
educational needs of a District. It enables us to develop, evaluate, and select a design that
supports our educational objectives and needs and provides for future �exibility to adapt to
changes in programming or teaching methodologies over the useful life of the school. Some
of the highlights and priorities developed through visioning meetings are:

Grade level classroom neighborhoods
Flexible multipurpose classrooms
STEAM/Project Labs
Collaborative spaces
Ubiquitous technology
Safety and security
Community connections/use and access



Indoor/outdoor connections
Media Center learning commons
Potential consolidation

Dr. Gough’s presentation can be found here at time marker 18:11. We strongly encourage
community members to view this presentation and if there are any questions, please reach
out to us at middleschoolproject@walpole.k12.ma.us.

Mrs. Gallivan addressed some upcoming parent informational sessions. She indicated the
School Committee and Administration are holding Zoom sessions for parents/guardians of
students in preschool through Grade 3, to learn about a potential Middle School project in
Walpole. Zoom links will be sent to parents of students in Pre-K through Grade 3 in advance of
the meeting. The scheduled dates are:

Thursday, November 5 @ 7:30: Elm, Boyden, and Daniel Feeney Preschool
Tuesday, November 10 @ 7:30: OPR, Fisher, and other preschool students

Although we are trying to balance out participants for these meetings, she wanted parents to
know if you are unable to attend on the assigned date, please feel free to join us at either
session.

Additionally, on Tuesday November 24 at 7:00 p.m., Compass (project manager) and Tappé
(architect) will hold a more formal session to gather community input. Going forward, we are
soliciting all help and input in order to ensure that this project has broad support.

Mrs. Gallivan provided a brief summary of the middles schools as follows:

Walpole’s two middle schools are both over 50 years old and need either renovation or
replacement. The State of Massachusetts has a program that partners with cities and towns
to build or repair schools, and Walpole has been accepted into the process to address the
needs at Bird Middle School or the potential of combining future students into a combined
building. No design or size decisions have been made yet, but much of the preliminary work
has been accomplished since we last spoke to you. Compass Management has been hired as
the project management company and Tappé has been hired as the architect. They are
required to begin by studying both renovation and new construction and given our speci�c
needs both a 450-student school and a school for 905 students will be considered.

In the next few months, we will be getting 7 or 8 potential options from the professionals.
During this same time, the School Committee will be preparing to make a recommendation
about the decision to consolidate all middle school students or to continue with two
buildings.

In February 2021, we will present the MSBA (State partnering agency) with the option that
Walpole believes is the best solution. At that point, the State will determine how much
reimbursement we would receive, the architects will advance the design plans to a point where
they can get a �rm cost estimate, and the voters of Walpole will be asked to support the
project (probably at this point next year).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qhncnc-u8c&t=2924s
mailto:middleschoolproject@walpole.k12.ma.us


NEW BUSINESS
1. Vote on Education Plan for Middle School Project - The School Committee was provided
with the draft Education Plan developed for submission to the Massachusetts School Building
Authority (MSBA). The MSBA requires this Plan be submitted to ensure that school projects
are responsive to the educational needs of a district and to document its educational program
as well as de�ne proposed educational activities. This plan was written to develop, evaluate,
and select a design that supports its educational objectives and needs of the middle school
population. In addition, it establishes a comprehensive and thoughtful educational program
that helps to provide for future �exibility to adapt to changes in programming or teaching
methodologies over the useful life of the school. The School Committee unanimously voted
to approve this draft Plan.

2. Rebranding/Donations - Mr. Friscia discussed the rebranding/donations in support of the
recent School Committee decision to replace the Rebel name. Fundraising began this summer
through various efforts, including a GoFundMe account initiated by a high school student.
Unfortunately, due to timing issues related to a fairly complicated GoFundMe transfer process,
the funds were not transferred to the School Department and instead were returned to the
donors. It is important to note that this unfortunate situation was not the result of any error on
the student’s part who actually took the initiative and a call to action. This was a signi�cant
setback to a well-intentioned fundraising effort that had strong support from the community.
The School Committee and School Business O�ce have worked together to provide an
alternative method for making donations. This new process ensures the funds donated go
directly to the School Department and are readily available for purchases (uniforms, etc.)
related to the rebranding. Going forward, individuals interested in donating can send a check
made payable to the Town of Walpole, with “Sports Rebranding” referenced on the check.
Checks should be mailed to Walpole Public Schools, 135 School Street, Walpole, MA 02081. A
charitable donation letter will be provided (upon request) for your personal records or for any
matching corporate gift.

3. Fall Town Meeting Report and Appropriation - The Fall Town Meeting was held on Saturday,
October 17th at 1:00 p.m. on the Walpole High School �eld. The following appropriations were
approved at Town Meeting:

The annual transfer of Medicaid, McKinney-Vento Act receipts and student parking fees in
the amount of $318,734.
Capital Budget funds were allocated for the purchase of projectors ($65,000) and
computer/technology lab equipment ($80,000).

4. FY '22 Budget Timeline - The School Committee was provided with the FY ’22 Budget
timetable for planning purposes.

SCHOOL NUTRITION; SCHOOL
TRANSPORTATION AND EXTENDED
DAY/REMOTE DAY LEARNING



Mr. Friscia discussed Food Services, Transportation and Extended Day. Mr. Friscia reminded
the community that due to Federal aid, all lunches and breakfasts for students will be free for
the remainder of the school year.

In addition, The Walpole Public Schools and the Walpole Food Pantry continue to help families
whose children require additional food throughout this unprecedented period of school
closure. Our joint goal is to support families in the most �exible manner possible. Please note
that ALL families are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. By utilizing this
program, whether in school and/or on Wednesday’s for weekly pickup, you are generating
revenue for the program and helping to sustain that program throughout the year. Therefore,
the Walpole School Nutrition Department, working together with the Walpole Food Pantry, will
continue to provide any family whose child(ren) are between the ages of 0-18 the opportunity
to obtain free foods. These alternative food items are being offered in place of meals that
would have been provided via the school meals program in an effort to expand a family's
access to food. Food packages will be distributed out of the Walpole High School (275
Common Street) weekly on Wednesday’s between the hours of 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. No pre-
registration is necessary. Families can pick up their food packages at the high school. Please
drive through the back parking lot by the school Cafeteria Doors (Door # 16). There will be
signage on the designated door. You will be asked to stay in your vehicle and open your trunk.
Then a school representative will place your food bags into your vehicle. All food handlers will
be wearing masks and gloves for their safety and yours.

Mr. Friscia also discussed the school transportation on the yellow busses. He thanked the
many parents who have sacri�ced seats on the bus in order to ensure safety of students. If
parents do �nd they now need a bus, please reach out to the Transportation o�ce at
wpstransportation@walpole.k12.ma.us.

Lastly, Mr. Friscia also indicated that there is still room for students in our Extended Day and
the Remote Learning Program at Blackburn Hall. Please reach out to Devin Clifford if you have
a need for Extended Day at dclifford@walpole.k12.ma.us.

SUPERINTENDENT/ASSISTANT
SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

Dr. Gough provided the count and rate of con�rmed COVID-19 cases in Walpole: The
average daily incident rate is 6.9 (percent positivity of 1.57%). Case count and rates will
now be released on Thursdays. Under the state’s “stop light” metric, districts are
encouraged to examine 3 week’s worth of metrics, as well as relevant context such as
speci�cs about clusters, when making any decisions on learning models. Dr. Gough is
working on Community Health Metrics and Data Dashboard Tracking. She is working
collaboratively with the Board of Health and Walpole Head District Nurse on this Data
Dashboard.
As a school district, we have put protocols in place that have been proven to work. These
include placing students in cohorts to minimize risk and assist with contract tracing,
social distancing, cleaning procedures, and wearing masks. We can only control what

mailto:wpstransportation@walpole.k12.ma.us
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happens in the schools. Since September 13th, WPS reported 10 cases, which means that
our protocols are working. However, we ask the community to continue to do their part.
Outside programs, including youth sports teams and coaches of youth sports, can
continue to help us following the Board of Health protocols. An outbreak or cluster from
an outside program will no doubt impact our schools.
Thank you to those who completed the recent survey pertaining to the opening of
schools. This survey will provide us with valuable feedback about the opening of schools,
the health and safety of our students, and important information about student learning.
We are committed to being re�ective as we progress through this process.
Dr. Gough continues to visit school buildings and classrooms. It has been wonderful to
see these classes in action and it is impressive to see the adaptability of our students
and teachers. They continue to learn and adjust with incredible perseverance, grit, and
determination. We appreciate that everyone, including our families and community
members, is working together to make the very best of the current situation.
Mr. Hahn reported that 26 Walpole Public School participants, including leadership,
teachers and support staff participated in cultural pro�ciency training this past
Wednesday with KW Diversity, Inc. KW Diversity is a consulting �rm, specializing in
cultural pro�ciency and community conversations to support di�cult conversations
regarding race and cultures. Their services are designed to help school districts improve
teaching and learning while training educators to become culturally pro�cient. Our staff
was honored to work with Dr. Kalise Warner. Dr. Warner’s mission is to help teachers
recognize where race and learning intersect and eradicate all forms of racism from the
classroom. Dr. Warner is in high demand and Mr. Hahn indicated Walpole is grateful we
were able to work with her.

Facebook @PublicWalpole

WALPOLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

135 School Street, Walpole, M… 508-660-7200

walpole.k12.ma.us
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